Successful medical management of a patient with multiple hepatic abscesses due to Edwardsiella tarda.
Isolation of Edwardsiella tarda in humans has been associated with an asymptomatic carrier state as well as mild, self-limited diarrheal illness. Extraintestinal manifestations have included soft-tissue infections, meningitis, osteomyelitis, cholangitis, and sepsis. Only three cases of patients who had documented hepatic abscess due to E. tarda have been reported in the English-language literature; two patients died, and the third required a laparotomy and drainage. We report what is, to our knowledge, the first autochthonous case of hepatic abscess due to E. tarda in the United States and the first case that was successfully managed with antibiotic therapy alone.